
Happy New Year!
 

We hope that everyone had a fantastic Christmas and that 
Father Christmas was really kind to you all!
 

We are thoroughly looking forward to the next twelve months 
and in particular the next few weeks. Buds are forming on the 
trees, snowdrops and daffodils are pushing their way through
already due to the extremely mild winter so far! It is all very 
exciting and we can’t wait to see where our adventures will 
lead us and what we will discover.
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Christmas party treasure hunt

Stories and Poems
Here are some of the stories we have been 
reading and enjoying 
over the past couple of
months: A Squash and 
a Squeeze, Jingle Bells,
Knights Tale, My Uncle 
is a Huckle, Smiley 
Shark. We also 
celebrated ‘Tree Week’ where we read Julia 
Donaldson’s (The children’s Poet Laureate) 
Gruffalo and The Gruffalo’s Child along with 
other tree/wood related stories, which 
obviously went down a treat.

Songs and Rhymes

       We had lots of fun 
       singing action rhymes 
       including Five Currant 
       Buns, Five Little 
       Speckled Frogs, Five 
       Cheeky Monkeys etc. 

Not forgetting our festive songs - When 
Santa Got Stuck Up The Chimney, Rudolph 
the Red Nose Reindeer.

Some things that we have been 
focusing on over the 

past weeks are letters, words an
d meanings when 

reading stories, poems, and lookin
g at signs. This 

would be a really easy thing to 
do at home (which 

you probably already do) as well
 as story times, 

reading packets of food, street s
igns and addresses 

on any post that comes through 
your door.

Weather
We have been extremely fortunate with the weather leading up to Christmas.
The children have been warm 
and toasty most of the time. 
We are all on a learning journey 
with our outdoor clothing and 
we would like to thank you all 
for ensuring your children are adequately and appropriately dressed.

We love to celebrate all our children’s 

uniqueness and take into account each other’s 

diversity. With this in mind here are some of the 

forthcoming events that we will touch on:  

Tu B'Shevat is the Jewish 'New Year for Trees’

Chinese Luna New Year also called the Spring 

Festival, Year of the Dragon 

Birthdays - Findlay
Valentines Day 
Shrove Tuesday 



The children have displayed some lovely 

acts of friendship and kindness over the 

last few weeks; helping each other when 

they fall down, helping to fasten coats 

and sharing our resources. We really 

encourage this and are very proud of 

them all. Well done. 

We will be continuing to help all the children in becoming more proficient in fastening and unfastening their clothing and getting their lunch and drinks in and out of their bags. It would really benefit your children if you could practise this at home, as the weather is getting colder and the quicker they can do these tasks the more comfortable and warmer they will be!  A really great help would be putting on gloves/mittens - even if they can only manage the first one!

During the forthcoming weeks some of our focus will be: looking at the winter landscape and the seasonal changes
looking for animal signs, nests, feathers, poop!looking at frost in puddles and on grass        and watching it melt etc.trying to find faces on trees - using each         trees unique markingslooking at shapes in the environment, on signs, 

        walls, fences, gates, trees, stones, at the village hall, on vehicles etc.

Dates for your Diary 

We would like to remind you 

that we will be closed on 

Tuesday 14th and 

Wednesday 15th February 

as both Diane and Naomi 

will be attending a 

Forest School training 

course at Cumbria 

University. Obviously 

there will be no fees 

payable for this week. 

Thank you for your cards, presents and good wishes at Christmas, you have been very kind. 
We love to hear your thoughts about Beyond the Walls as they help us to improve and inform us that what we are doing is benefiting your child, which in turn will benefit children who may join us in the woods in the future. Thank you.

A special thank you to Dexter’s mummy for her feedback and comments. We appreciate her allowing us to put them on our website. If you have chance please take a look:
www.beyondthewalls.co.uk 

If you would like us to add any of your comments 
please just let us know. 

We now have four day camps that we use in the woods. 

The children like to choose which to go to, they have 

also helped us to name them: 

 Conker Hills
 Robins Place 

 Sheltered Stream

            Fairies Fir Trees
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